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then passes through the laryngeal and oral divisions of
the pharynx into the cavity of the mouth, from which it
finally escapes between the lips. Thus the path marked
out for the current of air is by no means straight, but
turns off rapidly above the larynx. Ascending vertically
through the glottis, the current of air strikes against the
lower surface of the epiglottis, and is consequently de-
flected backwards, so that, after issuing from the pha-
ryngeal opening of the superior cavity of the larynx, it
breaks upon the posterior wall of the pharynx, which it
then ascends. If now the soft palate is hanging down, the
most direct and natural path that it can follow will be
through the nasal cavity; if, however, the nasal portion
of the pharynx is cut off by the elevation of the soft palate,
the current of air will be conducted along its lower surface
into the cavity of the mouth. Thus the soft palate not
only cuts off the nasal cavity from the current of air, but
turns the latter directly into the cavity of the mouth. It
follows, further, that the current of air thus deflected will
naturally follow the roof of the cavity of the mouth, and,
descending at the back of the upper incisors, will flow
outwards past their lower margin, and finally through
the lips. Thus the current of air, in passing from the
glottis to the lower margin of the incisors and the
opening of the mouth, describes a large curve along the
intervening surfaces described above ; opposite to all
these surfaces lies the arched dorsum of the tongue, so
that we might almost say the current of air, in following
these walls, forms an eddy round the dorsum of the tongue
from its root to its apex.

The form of this curved resonance tube may be
modified in a variety of ways, and so exercise a marked
influence upon the resonance of the tone passing through
it. These modifications affect the length as well as the